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PREFACE

ALANKARA 13 a complicated avenue 1n tne course or
Sanskrit Poetics and teaching experience has shown that
the older Text books on the subject are at places too
difficult to be followed by a beginner whose study of the
Sanskrit language 15 quite meagre, for nstance, Dandin
gives much too antiquated definitions and makes an out-of-
date classification, while Vishvanatha enters into too many
divisions and sub-divisions and puts the subject rather
ntricately by indulging 11to controversies For the degree
students Kavya-Prakasha 1> out of question For, a
beginner, 1 fact, needs a bare outline of the popular
alankaras which he comes across 1n his short studies upto the
degree classes The primary knowledge of the subject 1t
made easily available to the students will serve them as
a gateway to enter into the aisles ‘of higher studies in the
post-graduate standard

In fact, absence of any such elementary book, the stu-
dents feel a handicap, and so keeping in view their needs
and their present standard, this small work attempts to
facilitate the study of the subject by placing 1t before
the young alumni in an accessible manner. The subject
18 carefully analysed and alankaras are systematically
grouped The definitions and suitable examples are chosen
from standard works ranging from the Agn: Purana to
Alankara Kaustubha and every attempt 1s made to place
the standard and authoritative opinion on the subject
shorn of its prickly briers Examples are copiously given
1n order to bring out the subtle difference among analo-
gous figures, and 1t 18 confidently hoped that the
““ Alankara-kaumuds”’ will serve as the moon-light to guide
the new-comers through the thick of rhetorical studies if 1t
could be placed 1n the course of those who have to travel
by 1t

Sanskrit Department, S N SnsasTRI

University of DelmiPnst (Graduate L& 1KocHER

Akshaya-Tritrya, Callege of Arts & Commerce 0T
1950
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